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Comparison - Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Accidents/Incidents on Yard/Industry Tracks
Involving RCL Operations and Conventional Operations  (May 1 through November 30, 2003)

Listing of RCL Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Accidents:

For Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Accidents (HRX), May through November 2003, we show three incidents involving RCL operations,
and 86 similar incidents involving conventional railroad operations.  The three RCL, HRX accidents are listed below. 

1. BNSF 10/16/03 Barstow CA Yard assignment (one locomotive shoving 16 cars) struck highway user at 10 mph
on private crossing, train pushing, no injuries.  This was a shoving movement with a
crew member riding the side of a car at the leading end of the shove, and the remote
control operator down the lead in a yard track.  The vehicle that was struck was
backing up and fouled the track.  The crewman riding the end of the shoving move
placed the train into emergency braking, and dismounted prior to impact.  This
accident occurred at a private crossing within the railroad yard.  

2. BNSF 11/20/03 Minneapolis MN Yard assignment (one locomotive pulling one car) struck highway user at 4 mph on
public crossing, no injuries.  The vehicle pulled up to the crossing and stopped, but
the front of the automobile did not clear the track.  The locomotive was unable to
stop before impact.  This accident occurred at a public crossing with passive warning
consisting of special devices. 

3. UP 11/10/03 Alton IL Yard assignment (one locomotive shoving five cars) struck highway user at 4 mph
on public crossing, no injuries.  The switch foreman was on the ground at the
crossing providing flag protection for vehicular traffic when an automobile failed to
stop and proceeded onto the crossing and was struck.  The crossing had passive
warning in the form of crossbucks only, and was being flagged by the crew at the
time of the accident.




